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Welcome to the conference:
NORDIC COLONIALISM IN THE ARCTIC AND THE
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ RESISTANCE

organised by the Nordic lecturers at the Centre for Scandinavian Studies
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Monday 17. October 2022

11:00 Room 92. Kirsten Thisted, University of 13:00 Room 92 (Online). Asa Ossbo, Ume3
Copenhagen (DK) Brand new Greenland University (SE) Back to the Colonial Future. Swedish
Settler Colonialism and the Green Transition in Sapmi

Tuesday 18. October 2022

09:00 Room 92. Laura Junka-Aikio, University 13:00 Room 118. Eva Maria Fjellheim. Arctic
of Lapland (FI) Whose Settler Colonial State? The University of Norway (NO) Wind energy as green
Arctic Railway Project, Changing State Space, and colonialism in Saepmie. The Fosen case

Settler Self-Indigenization in Northern Finland
15:00 Room 92. Panel discussion. Moderator: Atene

Mendelyte.

All the events will be conducted in English.
The arriving speakers and the Scandinavian Centre will meet live in the auditoriums (even for the online lecture).
Fveryone is welcome to join us there or on zoom. Use QR code,




Abstracts for the conference lectures

Kirsten Thisted. Department of Cross-Cultural and Regional Studies, University of
Copenhagen (DK).

BRAND NEW GREENLAND

With the Act on Greenland Self-Government, implemented in 2009, a completely nevvf
was set for the relationship between Denmark, Greenland and;he Faroe Islands |
countries are henceforth perceived as equal parts of the K'ngdo n of De
state still stands at the top. The presentation demo ﬂstrates h
to the financial relations between Denmark and G a i
hierarchies and notions of 'civilisation', 'race' an '
Stunde Null, a Zero Hour or new begmmng in
economm mcependen f om Denmark |
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Asa Ossbo. Vardduo-Centre for S&mi Research, Umea University (SE)

BACK TO THE COLONIAL FUTURE. SWEDISH SETTLER COLONIALISM AND THE GREEN TRANSITION IN SAPMI

A couple of years ago, the city of Skelleftea won the competition to house a factory for the
of batteries for electric cars. Shortly afterwards, the state-owned mining company LKAB pres" "

investment in fossil-free steel production in Gallivare, another company vv|th the same f
estabhshed |tse|f in Boden. The arguments for the Iocat|on were the p f*f

The green transition and the industrialization that |t -@., ils ca
past. In fact, a third settler colomal wave is curre
traditioal area. This presenta ic ';.onnects o@
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Laura Junka-Aikio. University of Lapland (Fl)

WHOSE SETTLER COLONIAL STATE? THE ARCTIC RAILWAY PROJECT, CHANGING STATE SPACE, AND SETTLER SELF-
INDIGENIZATION IN NORTHERN FINLAND

oday, many recognize that also the Nordic states may be considered and studied as settler colo )
their relationship to the Indigenous Sami. The benefit of settler colonial theory is that it brmgs ?,

not only to the colonial past, but also to the continuity of colonial structures and pfact|ce
present. What has received Iess attention, however, are the many vvays n vvh|ch also “s*‘ _'

This lecture examines such trajectories of Settler CO|C)1
P

theories of State transformation and usmg the Arctic {*‘ijjfve J




Eva Maria Fjellheim. Centre for Saami Studies at the Arctic University of Norway, Tromsg (NO)

WIND ENERGY AS GREEN COLONIALISM IN SAEPMIE: THE FOSEN CASE

A global indigenous movement critiqgue the hegemonic climate change mitigation discourse, as "
address the double burden indigenous carry due to colonization: climate change itself ana its

measures. In Saepmie, this critique is expressed as “green colonialism”. The EEERRNCASE IS an €
hovv Saami reindeer herders face this double burden th rough raprd “tu re ‘
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